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SERMON. 


JEREMIAH xxx. 7, 8, 9. 


Alas I for that day is great, so that none is like it, it ts 
even the time of Facob's trouble ; but he Shall be Saved 

5 aut of it. For it shall come to pass in that day,'saith 
the Lord of Hosts, that I will break his yoke from off 

. thy neck, and will burst thy bonds, and Strangers _ 
8 Shall no more serve themselves of him 3 3 but they Shall 
 serve the Lord their God, and David their Ring 
whom I will raise up unto them, 
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6 I Die, but God will ſurely viſit you, 2 was the [RE 
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guage of joſeph, when he was about to expire, He was 
ſenſible; that his death would be felt as a very ſevere ſtroke 
by his brethren, who would then be left in a ſtrange land, 
without d earthly. friend to provide for, © or. Jt protely: 
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beads by the „ of a 2 who knew not 
Joſeph. But, in the proſpect of it, he comforts them 
with the aſſurance that that God, who had ſeparated their 
father Abraham from the reſt of mankind, and become 
the God of him and his poſterity, and who had ſo re- 
— appeared for them in ſending him into Egypt be- 


B | | Fore 


3 Gen, ly 2 44 


be refe TTY, the words' of our text, and to 


10 igen: Tit 70 


fore them, and exalting him to "the highest dignity there, 

51 117; 1055 25 vita! 

th hat he mig] ht be the Ca of perſerving their Tives 
durih he famine, 88 Id i not leave them; but, according 


B23 50 20s. 2 


to his promise, would ſurely viſit them, and that his vi- 
fitation UTR an amp le compenſation for the loſs they 
would | fultain 3 in his Aach. Such, my brethren, were, 
methinks, the views of your dear, deceaſed Paſtor, in the 
proſpett of his diſſolution. Foreſeeing that it was nearly 
approaching, and realizing the loſs which you, and his 
Early, would ſuſtain, he comforted himſelf, and wiſhed 


& 211 


you to comfort yourſelves, in the perſuaſion, that God 


| would ſurely viſit you, This ſeemed to be his lan guage, 


ben, a few months before his death, ſoon after his firſt 
UIun/ £ 


ytick ſeizure, he ſignified to me his defire, that 1 


ſhoul | improve theſe words upon the ſolemn occaſion, — 


May 1 71 be l ſo far aſſiſted i in addreſſing you from them, and 


"may, tuch « bleſſing attend what ſhall be ſpoken, that his 


ere may | be fully accompliſhed ! 1 


* 
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When the 1 Prophet Jeremiah Was coiriniiſioned to 
ler this prophecy, a part of the inhabitants of Judah 
en already « carried into captivity by Nebuchadnez: 
zar, the Kin of. Babylon ; . and the remainder were, in a 
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uin ent 
few years 1155 ; taken. captives alſo, and their city and 


tem e oyed. As this was the ſeverelt roke they 
Bad felt Unce they! became 4 nation, ſo it maß be fu polen 
be in- 
555 2 by the & titic of Isch trouble ;“ aid Neing chef 
"ap Rat) 50 10 not lo be petpetual,? but, on the eontrary, 
e en Nhe red, Viele bemers th cad; this 
185 19 p6ted debe predicted in the next elauſe; cbt 


/ Bonn bog bg gn it TUwards the cloſe uf the 


er, years, N wh _ of Perſia, was raiſed up, 
olIVX v2 8 by | 
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the empire of . 
by the Providence of #4 to erturn the 2 3101. 


| Babylon, and to give to the Jews Full liberty to return to 


9 150 if 91 48 
their OWn land, to rebuild their temple, IP its ie et u the 
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worſhip of God afreſh, - This may, perhaps, be & 8 CEmed 
an accompliſhment, of the two latter verſes ,of our text 
which ſpeak. of God's break ing his yoke f from off their 


10 neck, and burſting their bonds, and {of their, (Erving 
6 the Lord their, God,” ', | | 


< 


1 4 2 
10 a - 99 10 24 


But 8 it t be 8 nt that ſome referre ferpeh crehes 
moy be had, to theſe events, yet we can by no means al- 
| low, that the prophecy received its full accompliſhment 
a W the EY were delivered from the 9 5 
1 0 
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Church of God chould undergo, from the power 0 po . j 


: chriſtian tyranny, principally that of Rome, wl ic 

called © Babylon the Great, the mother of harlots,” 2 5 
and to her complete deliverance from it, and triumph 

5 over it. Two conſiderations lead to this Interpretation. 


1 The one is taken from the laſt verſe of our text — bon They 
« ſhall ſerve: the Lord their God, 5 David their Kin, 
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King i is 3 meant the Meſſiah, "Ther ufing him up 
met. bby 5 refers to his incarnation, and all the Bea 
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, ee. Chriſt. 2 175 other is, tht 255 * 
is And ſtrangers ſhall no more. ſerve, themſelves UI 10 5 
It cannot he applied to their-deliverance from N M95 be of | 


ie b. e For Ber ht f.them,” 
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: 4 2 Rev. xvii. 6. 
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That 1 2 they « did. gerhiße them, and lead them captive, 
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= 17 0 the text of the ſufferings of the Church; 5 
Antichriſt; and locke of them® have, with good keaſon, 
ſuppoſed that the day of Jacob's 8 mentioned with 


Juch emphaſis,. refers to the ſame event with ee, ing 
of the witneſſes, mentioned in the xith chapter ol the 


Revelations, and there repreſented as the laſt and, moſt 
deſperate effort of the enemies of the Church, and Which 


ſhall iſſue in their final overthrow. Whether this event 


be het paſt, or whether it be ſtill future, has been matter 
of canfiderable ,controverſy, Were I to give my_own 
opinion on this point, I cannot help acknowledging, that 
notwithſtanding the events which have taken place within 
Theſe fiveror {ix years paſt, and which have greatly redu- 
kechrbe power of Popery, they appear, to me, to have; the 
greateſt evidence on their fide, who explain it of a Period 
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Wa bY is — e my n to denn your atfen- 
tion any longer by diſcuſſions of this nature ; but to de- 


Nuk d eee eee our text as r Mi worthy 
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See Gill in loc, 


; en rea der thay ang e fully dicufte * in 5g. Gill's 

Wp, d 0 60 de DAReitions bit te Pfopheefts, On che 
ce N01 LoWman'dn the Revedations, ad Jess chen Edwirds's 
= "ns RE win Prayer, N. 
n the other. * J. 8 ; 
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| bt to be effekted, as deſcribed in the two laſt N 


firange and unaccountable, when t is 3 bow the 
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Paſtor would wiſh to be impreſſed on your minds, ant; W | 
which, were he himſelf preſent, and ſtanding 3 in this place, 5 1 
where he he has often ſtood, he would have inhlted's on 
himſelf, I knew him well, and think I can give 3 A tolerable 


| gueſs at the views he entertained of this, and many other 


intereſting portions of the Word of God ; and would ven- 
ture to deliver them to you, only I want his 8577 
conception, his peculiar mode of een and his ani 

mated ſervour, to ſet them forth, e 
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The words chiefly relate to the certain and. engl 5 
deliverance of the Church of God from all her troubles, 
and the way in which ſuch a deliverance ſhall be _ 
And 1 in the further proſecution of them 1 all $4 eas 


U lack : 
„K :Oblebve, That ach Sesſohs — oceut to 
the Church 'of God as may aan be Ruled; * "FRM 
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5 : E That once ſevere _ complicated theſe 
ils may. be, the Church ſhall r be delivered : 
out. of them, JD _ -; =! ap'tt op 4241901 72, 151821 
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III. Conde the way in \ which full « 1 
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I..Such ſeaſons occur to the chuck Fo GO * 4th 
properly be ſtiled, Times * JOY trouble? © 


| - Thin, indeed may, at firſt acht, ap RIS DN — 


Church is beloved of God. ;- being ſtiled his f. Hephaibah, 


„in whom he delighteth; and his Beulah, to whom he 


8 g „ „ in an 


"7 8 1 
* Fr married. 2 t his Portion, his Inheritance,“ 4-5 the 
& Brethren, and the Spouſe of Chriſt ; yea, Members of 
& tys Body, of his Fleſh, and of his bones, — 5 5 be. 
6 ing beloved and choſen before the foundation of the 
& world,” ” 6 & loved with an everlaſting Love,” 7 © loved 
6, with - Love of inexpreſſible complaceney and de- 
4e light, fo that * as the Bridegroom rejoiceth over the 
00 . Bride, ſo the Lord her God rejoiceth over her;“ * 
—loved to ſo high a degree as that © he ſpared not his own 
% Son, but delivered him up for her ;” 9 yea. the Church 
is the only object beloved of God in this lower world. 


| To hear of Times of trouble coming upon the ungodly, 


his enemies, the objects of his diſpleaſure and Wrath, — 
to hear that he had wounded them with the wound 
10 of an enemy, and with the chaſtiſement of a cruel 
one, would be no matter of ſurprize ; tribulation and 
wrath being their proper recompenſe: but to hear of 
= & the time of Jacob's trouble,” may well fill us with 
| aſtoniſhment. And i in ſuch a light is it repreſented in our 
text and context, 8 For thus faith the Lord (ſee the 5th 
verſe) we have heard a voice of trembling, and of fear, 
of and. not of peace. Aſk, ye now, and ſee whether a 
. man doth, travail with child? Wherefore do 1 fee 
6 WAY man with. his hands on his loins, as a woman 
— * travail, and all faces are turned into paleneſs ? Alas! 
95 for that day i is great, ſo that none is like it, it is even 
[56 the . time of Jacob's trouble! But what times may be 


| called, . Times of Jacob's trouble ? Lanſwer, 


1. Times of Perſecution, 


_ Fry Ae, ian Git re S] r tt 6 05, typ rt ' 
I Theſe, have often befallen the/Church-6 3 Be- | 
fare:the'coming of nen n were Frequently e ; 
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' #1ſaiah Ixii.. 4. 4 Deut: Kür. 9. 5 Eph. v. go. „ Eph. i. 4. 
7 Jer. xxxi. g. Iſaiah Ixii. 35. 9 Rom. viii, 32. 
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poſed to perſecution, as the Iſraelites in Exgp6;'ihe Kath 
ful in Elijah's days ; andthe true worflippers of God i in a 
the times of the Maccabees; under that cruel tyrant Ati 
tiochus Epiphanes; to which times the & Apoſtle is Tap- 
poſed to refer in the latter part of the xith chapter of che 
Hebrews, * When our Lord Jeſus Chriſt made his a ap- 
pearance, and came and dwelt amongſt men, he Was per- 
ſecuted by his own nation with unrelenting cruelty, ti till 
he was nailed to the croſs, And, as he himſelf hid fre- 4 
quently obſerved, the diſeiple is not above his maſter, 
nor the fervant above his Lord; 4 and as he had plainly 
foretold; that his * followers ſhould be hated of all nations, 
and be brought before rulers and kings for his names 
& fake, * ſo their. experience ſoon proved his predictions 
true. Whilſt the Jews had it in their power to perſecute, 
they let ſlip no opportunity of oppreſſing the followers 
of Chriſt, as you well know from reading the Acts of the 
Apoſtles. When by the deſtruction of their city and 
nation they ceaſed to be able to exccute their murderous 
intentions, the Heathen, and particularly the Roman Em- 
perors, ſucceeded them in that bloody work.” They for 
the ſpace of three hundred years, at different periods, 
practiſed every method of cruelty which Hell could in- 
vent, in order to extirpate Chriſtianity from the earth, 
Ten perſecutions are generally reckoned up, by Ecclefiaſ- | 
tical d DIAG in” which "ou wunden of Chriſtians fur. © 
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%. + See the account of this at lunge zs the iK book of the Mac- 
bees, which, though an apocryphal writing, and not eee in- 
fired, is generally eſteemed a hiſtory worthy pf credit; and contbins 
many very intereſting particulars neceſſary; tobe known, i in e 
the underſtanding of ſeveral of the prophecies of Daniel. 
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fer ed. alt the moſt ſhocking 444 tremendous, being 


burned, roaſted alive, thrown to wild beaſts, and torn to 


pieces by horſes, with many other methods of torture too 
ſhocking too relate. When Conſtantine the Great aſ- 
cended the Imperial throne, and. declared himſelf a Chriſ- 
tian, perſecution, it is true, for a while ceaſed, and Chriſ- 
tians were not only unmoleſted, but raiſed to the higheſt 
poſts of honour. But no long period elapſed before 
Chriſtianity became wretchedly corrupted, and its profeſ- 
ſors ſlaves to a ſuperſtition not wholly unlike that of Paga- 
| niſm, This iſſued in Popery ; from whence a new ſource 
| of trouble ſprang up to the true followers of Chriſt ; ; 2 


®F perſecution that continued much longer than that of 


| Heathen Rome; extended equally wide, and often raged 
With equal fury. Herein were fulfilled the prophecies of 


Daniel, reſpecting the cruelties of the little horn, who 


&-ſhould ſpeak great ſwelling words, and wear out the 
_ © faints of the Moſt High; “ and of John in the Revela- 


| tions,” concerning the beaſt that aſcendeth out of the bot- - 


tomleſs pit, who ſhould make war with the Witneſſes of 
4 ſeſus, and overcome and kill them,” and the Woman 
that ſat upon the ſcarlet coloured beaſt, full of names 


tf blaſphemy, and who was drunken with the blood of 
«the ſaints, and with the blood of the martyrs of Jeſus.*” 
And how exactly the ſpirit and conduct of Popery have 


aufveled i thele deſcriptions, let the flaughters of the Wal- 
« 2 ſes 1 in France and Italy, the maſſacre of Paris, the fires 
of Smithfield. and the horrid tranſactions of the Inqui- 


| ſition, that image of Hell, and the diabolical exploits of 


woſe infernal monſters that have condulted it, whom one 
| Mota" rake to ee come —_ from' Hell, had 


* 
- 4 Mit. 43) Fre 4 6 , 25 3 1 . 
” - C4438: ir. 12 24. ** 14 22 12 1282 * $24 | Te If! J 111 88 n 


. 04 14) A D4J: 1 Nr 9 58115 8 225 E V. IL. re v7 3 
; Hs . | they 
EE og 420 


= Dan. vii. 19, 20, &c+ 4 eee vii, 6, has 


* 5 Dot a nn gun 


1 l 
they ,not committed. crimes. that require A, human, oy 


iq Perpatſte them z 7 let, e een en 
engrnuties, declare. Amidſt all the blood 0. and J. car 
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nage Qccaligned | by. the preſent t <gpvulfions 3 in, Europe, 


cannot byt be matter of Tejoiging to every tee ling heart I 
that 1 tyrannicel Ae which 1527 fo long. SEE the 
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Nota and waſted, the e, Church, is ſhaken, to. its 1 75 


2 


fquodptions ; ang. that , there. is good reaſon. to think, the 

04 »cits woltef: piece of cruelty, 3s in, Spain. — 
Portagal, 3f, nꝗtiin Italy, nearly, aboliſhed, And bejit fo 
chat 3 wall make yet one deſperate ſtruggle; more, and 
whigh, duri ng its continuance ſhall exceed in ſeverity. ANY. 
thing. ſytherto endured, by. the Church. of God, it will 5 
but its expiring throes, and ſpeedily it ſhall come. to. U 
end, and none ſhall. help it. It hall. fink like a wife 
inthe fp, and hall rü no more for den en et ere 
and earth, ſhall, rejoice; at its downfall, | Bui, 3, Ku gat 
forget, ta mention the, crueltieg inflited on our forefathers 
the pigus Nopconformiſts, by ja, pexſecuting, Hiezarchys 
hem in. the ſpace.of A little meg than twepty 3 
thouſands of families were ruined, their Mimiſters being 
exefied and flenged; their, property confiſcated, and thew 
psrſons, jmprifencd, for ne WRT than. that of won: 
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with the enormities of Popery in. paſt ages, that he may be upan his 
g1 I againſt the influence of their ſyſtem, whilſt he ſhows ne 
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4:6; This is re a brief. and peel Ketch of what the 
Church of God has endured ;, but from this rapid ſurvey 
it may be ſeen how many, times of perſecution haye paſſed 
over ber head. They are matters with which we ſhould not 
be unacquainted : and if we have experienced, nothing 
like them ourſelves, let us adore, the indulgent hand of our 
| God, who holds the winds in his fiſts, and bids, the 
ſtorms of f perſecution ceaſe, That theſe times may well be 
called, times of Jacob's trouble” needs no pains to ſhew, 
Of this the impriſonments, the racks, the maſſacres, and 
the burnings of thouſands, are a ſufficient. demonſtration, 
— But though a time of perſecution be emphatically: a time 
of « Jacob's uke ht it is not the only ſeaſon that 


+ 
1 . 
; 8 1 : 4 \ 4 £ 
>. 1 5 8 » 75 12198 } 80 20 ns þ DAY 


mY Time of herne. d 85 


* 2 a I 
Fo. Ft 7370 Me iin 2180 


— 


l Ting 5 in 3 — eee of at gane 15 
either li ittle regarded, or little improved: When the Word 
i N ms to produce. no effect upon thoſe. that hear it; but, 
on the contrary, the ſecure remain unawakened, and the 
N25 e Or if in a few inſtances there ap- 
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® See Neal's Hiſtory of the Puritans, Croſby”: 5 "Hiſtory of the 
: Engliſh Baptiſts, Palmer's Nonconformiſts Memorial, and the Me- 
Si sb Kral, U the "perfons "that Tuffered, "as Bunyih Vavaſor 
Pawel, del ood Minitery were wurnell leut of the Chürck upon 
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rain of Heaven ceaſes to deſcend in its ſeaſon. Sdchr a 


I 13 1 

zuld; that after a while it dies away, and the TY 11 
reſts ſnort of a ſaving acquaintance with Jeſus Chriſt aud 
the way of Salvation. Or if in an inſtance here and there 
perſons ſeem ſavingly wrought upon, the progreſs” of that 
work is ſo ſlow and imperceptible as ſcarcely | to afford 
any fatisfaftion to others, or to be productive of any tole- 
rable degree of peace and comfort to themſelves, or to el 
cite them to any activity and zeal in glorifying Got 
Times like theſe have * but too often experienced Fi 
the Church of God. A variety of external cauſes has 
often concurred to produce them; but the main \ cauſe is 
the with6lding of the influences of the Spirit of God, 
which can alone give efficacy to the means of Grace, and 
render the ſouls of men fruit ful; and which, when with: = 
feld, leaves the Church of God to exhibit an appearance 


5 


mist that Rich the face of Nature wears When 72 


ſtate of barrenneſs is indeed ſometimes but local, and 
affects but a ſmall part of the Church; but at other times 
appears almoſt general, and pervades the whole 19 of 
ofelſing Chriſtians, It is likewiſe true, that It ſuch 
es thete is generally a feleaſe from out ward opprefiicn? 
and in fome in ſtances much of temporal proſperity 27 
By religious profeſſors ; but however eaſy in out ward cir- 
cumſtances the Church may be, yet this ſlate of f piritual 
bärtennelſs however widely it may extend, or Rees | 
mrtdw limits it may be confined, is certainly a time of 


Jacob's trouble. 
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rolgv Sus th e few wh Shave elca ped, the n eral, inſedtion. 
and it, to) be, by painful, experience. 1N* Lake Eli, ther 
hearts mhle for the ark of God; and, Uke the fathfal 
M Tie apo. u CAVE ae n an 5 
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= aps; ande“ do Allrfade as a leaf, land bur iitiquities, 
roles the wid, have! carried us hy Knd- thert i: 
* HHH Fhiet elleth bn thy Name, that ſtirrethi wp Himſelf 
Alte take hold on thee? for thou halt hid thy ace from 
Vas, and confumed us becauſe of our iniquities. 5 
"Faithful Minifters exclaim, « We have laboured in vain; 
e have Iperit our ſtrength for nought, and in vain.“ 6 
Bike. te nuſbandmarf, Who has laboured hard, and has 
had long patience, until the earth receive the former and 
the latter rain, and after all meets with a diſappointment, 
eie are ready to give over their employ. Or like the 
MY of the nobles, who i in the days of the Famine .« were 
ent. to the Waters, and returned "with | their Pitchers 
$8 empty, they are aſhamed and cover their heads.“ 97 Pri- 
4 Vate Chriſtians, convinced of the truth and excellence of 
the Golpel, feeling for the immortal intereſts « of men, and 
lowing v with zeal for the honour, of God (for a Ry ſuch 
"there are. in the worlt times) are Pained a at thear\ very! y hearts to 
Ty 15 Precious truths of the Goſpel deſpiſed, rejefted, or 
e ted, by thouſands that hear them ; ; immortal fouls 
Tenne, amidft a a profulion of Goſpel privileges, | and 


It 


Hoo ung th © Words of eternal life to 5 them a a 3 5 of death 


N and the adorable Saviour difh onour and i re- 
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C eſther by 1 the ſcoffs of his avowed e enemies, or 


"the he flothfulnels 2 and fin of his pretended | friends; S whilſt 
1 the k holts of! hell k ſeem | to triumph. Ne or is it merely o on 


| tac accounts, | that ſuch a time is a « time of Jacob's trou- 
le * but a alſo on account of the diſtreſs c of mind which 
IP be Spirit of God, | as eld thoſe 
| the of d. that Fender ir tete means of Con- 


. : verſion, 
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god 7 then mſelves feel or account of "their "own ſpi ſpirt- 
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8 ceaſes, in a great degree to impart thoſe which 
make it productive of Conſolation and Joy; ceaſes © to 


4. ſhed abroad the love of God in their hearts; and to 


« bear witneſs with their ſpirits that they are the children 
® of God. Then they walk in darkneſs, and have no 
« light ;” then a thouſand painful thoughts and ſuſpi- 
cions crayd into their minds, like vapours which cover 1 
the earth When the ſun has withdrawn itſelf; and they 
are ready to cry out, with Jeremiah, e He hath: led me, 
and brought me into * and not into er 
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9. Times of Backeliding are times of N trouble. 


85 Theſe often ſucceed to the former. Profeſſors who 
once ſeemed lively in their ſouls, fink into a ſtate of in -· 
difference as to religion, and drink into a worldly ſpirit ; 
ceaſe to take any pleaſure in the duties of religion, gradu+- 

ally neglect the diſcharge of them, and after a while en- 
tirely abandon. their former connections, and fall into 
error or fin, Miniſters who were once zealous and active 
in the diſcharge of their office, who induſtriouſly prope- 
gated, and ſtrenuouſſy defendedevangelical truth, and who 
ſought. out and embraced opportunities of doing good to 


the ſouls of men, grow lax in their attachment to truth, 


and indifferent to the intereſts of religion, and after a 
while fit down in inactivity; or elſe become avowed ene» 


mies to the doctrines, and the cauſe, erg once 9 
and appeared zealouſly to promote. Defection 


kind appeared in the apoſtolick age, ws ry bg the 
too frequent in ſucceeding ages. Sometime thoſe who 4 
won the highs? repute, . i 
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and at other gimes Humhers have fallen Can wit 


Were a prey ig one COMMON. r 591591 
Hato O01 210335t9n94 3199s: TH } | ye 
of Times lo es are times & 1209 6 rrouble, 

Jo gain no ground ; in ſo good and ſo important a cauſe as 

that of, truth and holineſs, is ſufficiently lamentable, but 


tofloſe t that ground which ſeemed already gained, is dou- 


bly PD.: Lo be forſaken. by thoſe, with whom we have 


ken ſweet counſel together, and went to the Houſe of 
God in company; to be deſerted and oppoſed by thoſe we 


once eſteemed our guardians and defenders, and who 


ſeemed to watch for our ſouls as thoſe who muſt give an 


account; ; to ſee the ſervice of God abandoned for that of 
Satan and the world, and the truths of God given up, 
and, what ve believe deſtructive error propagated in Meir 


| Read. z: ta. witneſs, I ſay, theſe things, accaſions! ai-pain 


ore fafily conceived of than deſeribed. In ſcarce any 
ther way can God be ſo effectually diſhonoured, or the 


Wiſhes. of his enemies ſo completely gratified. Well 


therefore. might Pay fay upon ſuch, an occaſion, many 


Walk of, whom, I have told you often, and now till 


metres n Weeping, that they;are the enemies ↄf tho croſs 
Chriſt; Whaſe, end is; deſtruction : Whoſe God is 
ber belly, znd whole, glory is in their ſhame; who 
+ mind, carthly. things“ I muſt. add es one ;panth 
enlax more. under this head, TY namely „Et ods! 119! 
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du earth and however they May Be ik ae of, 15 
maltreated, by a wicked; thoughtlefs world, fis /G 


_ of talems above the contnon (207 and of any cdu ſiderable 


is pleaſed to make them. Of this he will take ſufficient 
care: to make them ſenſible, and this they ds not with to 
be concealed-from thoſe who ate the fruits of their Nralf. 


ming elſe can give riſe to. But Mitliſters, 'howevef great -B 


Fathers, where are "they? and 'the Proplicts: d&' thy * 
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to be conſidered as the greateſt Benefactors to mankind, 
Tol the Church of God tliey: are deſer Vedi Hit: To 
ſome in it they are ſpiritual - Fathers „having begotten hem 
bz/the Goſpel; to others, Helpers of tlieir Jo, ayU/the 
neans.of fitting chem for glory,” Aud if they are potefled 


Randing in the Church, the benefit of their ours and 
cxamples.is far from being confined te the people of theilt 
ammediate charge, but extends+-1tie2f 0 A greater number. 
of Clwrches and individuals than is cafily? calctilated. 
hey are not, indeed, the original authors of this gc de 
men. No bvWhatever talents or zeal they may polels, 
they are nn further uſeful to the ſouls of men, than the 
Lord. ſeſus Chriſt, in whoſe Right Hand they are hokles, 


try. On this account, therefore; fuch perfons do Hot 
luffer their attachment to them to interfere with their ſu- 
preme obligations to Chriſt; but, nevertheleſs,” chey Foc el 
un attachment to them, equal, if not fupeti or to what any 


their tents; and ardent their zeal; Howe Tasche 5 in 
thejr labours, and however "erdeired 16 "their® refpeRtive 
charges, and to all the friends of Chriſt within the circle 
of theit acquaintanee, muſt ſdoner of later dis. 4: Your 


live for ever?“ Now one falls alone; anon ſeveral 
fall tagethero And then how many feeling Hearts IAment: 
Walt gelpekt go ehem; indeed chere ds mo cl for lations 
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„ation Off They: reſto from their Iabonrs ; they * enter 
K ahtodthejoytof their Erd; “e and are hatled' with a 
Well done) pou ard fafthful Servant!” But te choſe 

| owhotſutvive, and are left behind inthe wilderneſs! what 
vonne Tor tief! Not only do their OW Families, where 
"#lidyteavs large families behind them, which is fometimes 
0 he Caſts Tu ft a very painful bereavement, in the lofs of 
ofhaffectionate hufband and the tender parent; but the 
Okhurelbef God ſeverely feels the ſtroke. My father 
o mys kather! the horſemen of Iſrael and the chariots 
Sbethefebf ts is, methinks, their common language. — 
ve that awakened me from the ſlecp f fin, that diſco- 
 eOferctt to me my miſery and liel plefsneſs, and fat di- 
65 retcted m̃e to the all-ſufficient Saviour for relief, is ſilent : 
h the duſt,“ ſays one. — © He that wis the bleſſed in- 
1 ſtrument of leading me into à further — . 
„ with wy own heart, and with God; who has { 
<4 the wounds, and applied a. beg ralf G0 br has 
2 Correa my miſtakes; who has cheered fn in y di- 
d chnſblate momelits; can no affofd mie nofarther aftift- WW - 
000 nee is the language of another. . He whs, being 2 
"<6! fiionately. deftrous of us, was Willing not only o 
h ve imparted the Goſpel of "Cod unto üs, but allo his 7 
2s n 6 ür; who Extiorted, and comforted, "and" charged b 
el eder cue of us; as 1 fither doch his ehre; Al. who MN + 
da pdüreck Güt bis EG oat HU the tprone "GE GH 0 on + 
our behalf; Ke WH confebiated His tithe, and His ta- 4 


e lents, to our advantage; who laboured day and night, . 
U out Beft intereſtꝰ; 4e ib n longer £6 Watelf ver us, 2 
08" n Jonger te pray for ub, o Ton ger toMy out Wimiall Bf |! 
neal dir DGH Ne he lewis? ally Ne of £ 
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ah Matt, xxv. 21. 3 2 Kings ig d. 4 1 Thel. ii. 8, Kc. 


teten 
tions ? Who quĩeken our devotions Who — 
— with us? and Who -ſtrengehem i oh hands in 


the work of God 7“ is the languagg of his 


Brethren in the Miniſtry. And oh! did but theſe who 
have long attended the Miniſtry of ſuch faithful Labour - 
ers, and neglefted to improve ſo great a privilege, did hut 
hey know their true intereſt, would they be unaffeRed at 


| ſuch an event? , Surely no. Would they not he ready to 


"A 156 He whole counſels and. TR wholsrarn- 
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* was Us broken ith our + Hs * 5 : he is 


nathan. taken away] taken away in awful judgment zo us, 
1 Sud we, thereby & prived of one of the aa helps 
eee ee derne! Salvation Pos! Io non n 23 
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feelings, my dear friends, will, on the preſent mournful 
Of alen, ſufficleptiy convince you of the truth of the 


978 doQrine. I am pleading ; You, have loſt a Miniſter and a 


e of, che character 1 have been deſeribing. And. that 
iN ſuch an gvent . conſtitutes, A, day of Jacob's trouble, vou 
need, not be informed. Vou can calily enter into, the 
„iger of the Church at Epheſus, "of whom it is ſaid, 
08 i That they. ſorrowed moſt of all for the werd which be 
4 rte chest they hos. ee his face no money, „ 

vain bns ub 59110 ny ole, Sissy DS 140. 02 n 
Thus have We. en erb account of the Church's 
| troubles ; and from the proſpect ſome way obe. veady 10 
conſiceythole who conſtitute. it as ſome of the, maſt folorn 


of mankjad;. and;to,imagine hex abandoned, and; faken 


of hex God. To thoſe who pronounce according to the 
728: schr _ wt aA ct org vie NN diffates 
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U 
-diftates df ſenſeß: aud lecte de foralker thah 50 her preſegt 
idepteffed congitiony lit id fead iy granted the may appear 
aim fuchladighe g but to choſe who can ſee With an eyt of 
dhe and lock forward into fiturity;” ſhe Will appeir 
— . dame. 
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m6 II. AHThat. however complicated and ſevere, theſe 
troubles may be, the Sand of, Cad, ſhall certainly be 
Selivrred out of them. Dns „I. 2114 101 91 19% 18 VL 70 
9 21971 chi Sd Be 12 EEO . meinst 150 101 192.1 We 
400, N bis gur text aſſures. us, and the, goQrine.zs cor- 
hgrgteg by numbers of other Scriptures, which, we have 
not now, t time to repeat, but which will, readily. occur to 
e e vou who, are acquainted with .the Book of 


23 God, end feel yourſelyes intereſted in the. Church's, wel- 
Tie: But here perhaps you may be ready to aſk, Why is 


it that ſhe ſhall fo certainly eee ſuch a deliverance? 
| Le this: Lon 53535100. 81 I $0 tw. a1, | 
b 5 IVO 1 n : | 100 * a þ 8 0144s its 


deva Bacoſs of the love of Cad te he. Rot 
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8 This is e eee ee of. in eee met 
E3akted. Sometimes indeed. ſhe is  repreſented-,as: com- 
Plain ing, That the Lord had forſaken her, and her Lord 
* had forgotten her ;” 5 but, in reply to ſuch language, 
he aſſures her, he has loyed her with * an everlatting 
25love and hereford with loving ladet Biffle dran 
ef Yea, chat the mountains ftiduld depart and the 
n be removed, but his kindneſs ſhould not depart 
no pres ſhea che gorenant of his. poage-be 
7 * remov No ae only aſſure, her ofuthe per- 
8 lie L's, a1 — 66651) a a il dsispetuity 
_Y xlx, 141 25 3 ai . 7 Ifaiah liv, 10. 
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— his-laveyohug: repreſent ctcny-tiGOgaacaib- 
meaſureble -beight; Henge, ſays hen Brophes, eff a Nu 
:5 ſhalt: be called Hephzibahza and thydandgBeulabg) for 
the Lord delighteth in thee; and.thy: lad, ſbali-bednad- 
_ +; med, For as a young man marriet hin g hall 
thy ſons *'marry thee; and as the bridegroom rejoiceth 
over the bride, ſo ſhall the Lord thy God rejoice over 
the Nor has he merely Jet forth his Ive in 
Cords, but manifeſted its greatnefs in deeds. He Mag digt 
only given men for her, and people for her fake; Abt Hy 
Egypt for her ranſom, Ethiopia and Seba for her;“ 
but he has given that which was deärer to hi than 
the while crtation; © He ſpared not his own Son, Bild Ge. 
ul berech Him up for ber. On this 288m, . 
fore, ay ſhe certainly expect to be delivered from tibuble, 3 
and to de made an e — 
66 Herations,” + _ 4 4.5190 155 5 x 
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Men will not Fe the e biete of their eons 
in liftion and diſtreſs, when it is in their power to de- 
liver them; much leſs can it be-ſuppoſed that Jehovah, 
Vuhoſe attachment to his Church is infinitely beyond hu- 


man affections, and of whoſe power to deliver 41686. can 
doubt, will ſuffer her always to he oppreſſod and ſpoiled3 
or een ultimately; to endure the in, r refigithant 


df ehe completeſt bliſs, . ; 386 esso bed 
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"IN ſee all-his Father's, engagements made gaod to 
him, as well as make good his own engagements to his Fa- 
ther; he muſt have a full compenſation for his own la- 
Bars and ſufferings, and ſes his Church elevated to a 
ſtate of dignity and honour, proportioned to the relation 
Annen to her. And in what do their reciprocal 


| gements terminate? And in what do the rewards of his 
dn Obedience unto death conſiſtꝰ Let the prophet return 
A anſwer to cheſe enquiries . When thou ſtialt make his 
_ 4! (gal am offering for fin, he ſhall ſee his ſeed, he ſhall 
466 proloug his days, and the pleaſure. of the Lord ſhall 
prôſper in his hand. He ſhall fee of the travail of his 
de Dul; and hall be ſatisfied: therefore will I divide him a 
portion with the great, and he ſhall divide the fpoil 
,, the ſtrong; becauſe he hath poured: out ghis 
\$ f6ul unto death.“ But he cannot ſurely ſee his feet, 
dic the travail of his ſoul, in the manner there expꝛeſſed, 
tile his Church, which comprehends them, is' in a ſtate 
Ee deprefiion and trouble. And as to the gelation in 
| eWkith he ſtands to her, that is the moſt cloſe ard inti- 
ente, The Conjugal Relation is frequently uſed to · ſet it 
' of6rtly : And as his ſtanding in that relation to her rendered 
Hecheetſſary that He ſhould ſhare in her Abaſement and 
guſſbrings, ſo it renders it equally neceſſary that. SE ſhould 
are in his Triumphs and Joys. Nor will the intenſe 
allectiott which ſuch a relation implies, ſuſſer him to reſt 
' 2flthe!his brought it about, He is exowned with Glory 
and Honohtrond-muſt ſee her:crowned) with Glory and 
IMonour 100 Ber her + farget the Thame of her youth, 
rad mot sremembtr the creptone h. off her: q, NDO 
dan mort; o ee her arrayed e. Ruide adorned for 
250 her Bridegroom ; $3.4 he to himſelf a glorious 
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85 Grurch ? mot having ſpbt Ur wrinkles! or wem ſuch 
thing m οανννενj‚iνοa¹¹ boog oem 2s II as mid 
t %% af 101 noise un s tl Num at 51 fl; 
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' {£501419971 1683 ob 1d vs oi br A 191 03 bes od doudw aol 
ill The word that is gone out of the mouth: of. Jehavinh 
Hall not return! unaccompliſhed. ; it. never, has, t Neyg 
wü never can. Of old he made his, baw) quite 
naked, according to the oaths of the tribes, £yen; his 
2 + Ward,” 1 that is, he made an illuſtrious diſplay;of; his 
-power;: in order to accompliſh his engagements And, pro- 
miſes ro bis people; and he will .make; his} bow,, quite 
naked again, rather than fail to make any of his remain - 
ing engagements good. And you ſcarcely need tocbs gold, 
that he has promiſed that increase and prasperity, that 7oy | 
| and-triumph to his -Church, a include the moſt: eom- | 
plete Deliverance from trouble. Fear not, for Iiam 
# with thee; 1 will bring thy n from the: Eat and 
gather thee from the Weſt; I will ſay to the North, 
give up, and to the South keep ngt back; bring m ſons 
tom afar, md my Ende from the ends : of the 
4 cartes „ The Lerd wWill comfort Zion i be- h 
comfort all her waſte places, and will make ehr 
an. Wilderneſs like Eden, and her Deſerts like dhe Car- 
1591dahefi Jehovah; joy and gladnels ſhall be heard cberdin, 
wollankfgivings and the voices 'gficithend. thhto make fi 
merry ven. % The ranſomedi of thel Lord ſhall hn, I 
nd och 10 Eid with forigs, anf exfrlaiing japan. | 
Bothe heads they ſhallf ubtain glddneſwrand qq 
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fim ple *6f the m any kind, and gracigus promiſes, Jehovah 


Bas or 40 5 6 Church; 1 and that love which has diftu- 
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Soright Becauſe of bag determination to difapy ppoin and 
confound the 9 of his Enemies. | Wg. 8 5 1 
. AIs is Ido; 
This we know is his fixed reſolution. , x 5. Jeſus 
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To this 1 would reply, that 8 very impgrtant 
ads 110 an! FO by it, in reſpect to God, Herſelf, and 
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* | her Enemies ; ends which could not. be anſwered i in any 
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| | | JAMES; DYER was bor at. Chipping Noxtbry:- 
in Oxfordſhire, in the month of Auguſt, 1743. 
His father was an Exciſe Officer, reſident in that town. 
Of the early part of his life we know but little. He kept: | 
a ſchool, for ſome time, in the town where he was, born? 
and, about the year 1964, entered himſelf into the Exciſe. 
A few years after he came to reſide, in that capacity, at 
Whitchurch, in Hampſhire. Here he was led to attend 
upon the Miniſtry of Mr. Cole, the Paſter of the Baptiſt 
Church in that town; under which it pleaſed God to call 
him by his Grace, by means of a ſermon from Luke xiiq. 
32. Fear not, little flock; it is your Father's good plea- 
© ſure to give you the kingdom.” This was March 26, 
1769. About fifteen months any he was baptized. by: 
Mr. Cole, and. received into the Church, adorning the 
Profeſhon he made, with a decomin walk and converſa- | 
tion, and, whilſt in a private capacity, Proving a very 
uſeful and honourable member of that .Chriſtian ſociety: | 
| Some time after, he was removed, for a, ſhort time, into, 
| the Iſle of Wight ; and had occaſional commu 
; the Baptiſt Church. at Portſea, or, as it was. chin lids "rl 
3 Fortſmouth Common. In the year 1970, he dropped the 
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| married the daughter of Mr. George: Barton, of Lower 
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